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SPKUA K tlte RicHfeniSegUtir Star 
A$ director of the lUinois 

EPA, I feel I must comment on 
the Jure 23 series of articles 
discussing the Southeast 
Rockford Groundwater Con
tamination piroject . 

Your renarter. Gayle Wori-
and, provioed the reader with 
a thorough historj' of the site 
and identified many of tha 
issues our agency and the 
United States EPA have been 
working with for many yf̂ ars. 

I DO nsn, however, tiiat the 
headlines and the editorial 
titled "Danger below" may 
h&ve caused unnecessaiy con
cern by citizens of the ares. 

Prom the beginning, the 
JlUnois EPA tiaa taken all pos
sible public health risks under 
consideration and has taken 
all necessary measures to 
ensura that public health and 
the «i)vinonineat have been 
protected. 

The first issue I must 
address is in the orticle 
"Superftind sgones present nev 
dangers for residents." 

There are no new "dan-
fiCfs." The c<}matnlnation has 
been there for raany years, 
and reiDDving the risk to the 
liealth «nd aitfety af residents 
was the first action taken in 
this long, complicated process. 

Ybur Views 

on 
GUEST COLUMH 

The article, though, guea-
tioiis tbe validity of ths 1993 
basemant eir sampling. Whlfe 
the reporter is correct that 
there were aome ''data quali-
fiera" in the collection and 
sampling, the analysis of 
results considered the safety 
of the homecwnerin all cases. 

Data qualifiers Ace corn* 
(Rua when dealing with con-
centrations as tiny as pints per 
billion. It slinpiy means that 
the data have to be re-evaluac-
ed to make sure that oU meth
ods for collection and analysis 
produce valid rcailts. Illinoja 
EPA taxicolo|{ists detennined 
that the results were valid. 

MWmEII IMUI raised in 
the series of articles Mias the 
selection ol homes to test. 
Worland scorned concerned 
th&tjiot aU hames in the targ«t 
area ware tested. We sslected 
homes that vrere closest to the 
areas of highest cor.tantiitntion 
and therefoise the most likely 
to be affected by vapors. TIB 
other criteria we used were: 
Does the home iiave a base
ment and would tiic homeown
er allow us acc«s4 to do sam-
pJing? Because a t>asement is. 
below eroimJ/it is more likely 
to absorb vapors from soils. 

I must rcitertte that we 
selected homes to test based 
on our concern that tliere was 
same potential for contamina' 
tion. 

PUUUW h t m also that thu 
Illinois EPA has ao plans "lo 
excavate below the [Ekberg] 
pailK" as stated in a cutiitic 
below D photo on Plage 3. Wc 
only plan to iniitaU under
ground piping and extraction 
wells, which will requhe some 
digging. There MriH be na exca
vation and removal of soils for 
treatment in the park. 

I am also concerned with 
the headhne ."State EPA cen
sors documents after nawspa* 
per checks." 

The article explains that 
only information considered 
privacc was removed. This is 
not censorBldp; it is individual 
privacy. UUnols Freedom of 
Information legislation pro
tects tite privacy of Indvidual 
liomeo'ivnerf. 

Our Bgeni^ is very respon
sive to requests for lofonnfi-
tion f^m the puohc, but v̂ e 
also make every effort to pro
tect the privacy' of individiials 
whose homes or properties 
may bs affected by environ-
mental contamiDatlon. Only 
names and addresse.^ were 
removed, nothing else. 

As the Environmental Pro
tection Agency for the state of 
Illinois, our charge Is to ensure 
that human health and the 
eavironment are protected. 
V/e take this duty seriously 
and the decisions we make are 
atways toward that goal. We 
made suro the residents were 
protected early on by seeing 
that they wsre provided bot
tled water; then thsir bomes 
were comiected to a public 
water supply. We also conduct
ed basement sampling based 
on our CQHcenis for the re$i' 
dents in the area and will 
rdsaniple this year for the 
samereASor. 

nNAJLLY, vna have complet
ed the Remedy Decision for 
the Southeast Rockford Super-
fiund site to remove sources of 
future contamination. The 
remed:ea thtit we chose to con
trol the soiun:es were designed 
to remove the threat of vapors 
migrating into area basements 
in the future. 

As we have done in tlte post, 
we will continue to both 
inform and involve the public 
in our process, and we w:!l 
continne to consider and add-
jKss tlte concerns raised. 

Retiee Cipriam is director 
of tha Illinois Environmental 
Proteciion Agency 


